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Dear Teachers and Parents,

     When confronted with math word problems, some students suddenly discover that they

have urgent business in the nurse’s office.  The FUNbook of Math Word Problems was

written to help keep students in their seats so they can practice needed skills.  As a

classroom teacher for over 20 years, I know how difficult it is to provide enough practice in

each skill area as well as to keep interest and enthusiasm high.  My students love to read

these math word problems aloud.  Not only do most students willingly practice their math

skills, but reluctant readers also volunteer to read.

     This book can be used in a variety of ways.  For instance, I introduce a skill using the

math text.  Then I make copies of a page from the FUNbook and use it during the next class

period for practice.  Students needing little or no help work on the practice problems while I

work with students needing more help.

     I also write one word problem on the blackboard each day.  It is on the board when the

students arrive.  They solve it sometime during the morning, and we all read it aloud in the

afternoon.

     I also split the class into teams and have them work a page of problems.  The team

members all have to come up with answers, and if some answers are different, each has to

justify his or her own answer.  By doing this, the correct ways for solving the problems are

modeled for slower students.

     Finally, I ask students to generate their own word problems and give them to others to

solve.

     My students just think they are having fun while doing math.  But they really are:

• Reinforcing their math skills through practice

• Modeling positive behaviors and problem-solving skills for slower or younger

students

• Reading silently and aloud with a group

• Improving their writing skills

     I am sure that the FUNbook of Math Word Problems will motivate your students in

class and at home.

                  
                  

                  
               Sincerely,

                  
                  

                  
               Dennis E. Paul
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Uncle Floyd and Cousin Chester in a sneeze-off
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Bonehead and what’s left of his bowl
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Chester on sock-counting day
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Fleabus: the hubcap hound
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Lester testing whistles and his co-workers’ nerves
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Barney on “Cleaning Day”
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Here’s a Snowball you won’t throw around!
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This rooster is a box-office sensation.
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“Drill Sergeant” Arney
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I wish I could stop this Durn sneezing!
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Duffy runs the “More Lost Than Found” Department.
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Augie re-thinks his idea to get more exercise.
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Lucky in one of his unluckier moments
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Some might say Sammy’s “hopping” mad.
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Pumpin’ Lumpit
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Carl and cupcakes go together much like
his false teeth in a glass of water.
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Taking his boss’ advice, Nelson actually tries
“catching” a cab or bus to work.
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Helda’s doing time with prime time.
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Chester polishes each bowling ball as
if it were his own head.
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While looking through the reject pile at work,
Joe thinks he’s found the one for himself.
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The Electric Lemons perform at the LEMON AID
concert, a benefit to help citrus growers.
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Even as a baby, Gloria couldn’t resist
shaking a rattler.
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Herb is amazed at how different these chips
taste from the chips he has in his attic.
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With a name like “goldfish,” he must
have expensive tastes.
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Arney wishes he’d bought a truck with just a
little more “head” room.
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Elva thinks winning is great,
but losing is a lot cheaper!
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Wanda discovered that the trick to pouring
correctly is all in how you hold your tongue.
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If asked, Grandma Carp boldly bares
her “bingo-blisters”.
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After that large book order, she found
herself looking at a very large “Duck Bill”.
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I can type 147 words per minute.
Unfortunately, I make 147 mistakes.
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Herb thinks that if he bought a sofa this expensive,
he’d have to drive it to work!
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Nino, the first human prune
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Fishface barking up the wrong tree —
or any tree for that matter!
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Morris is caught packin’ pretzels!
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Wally wonders how fries can be French, when
they come straight from grease.
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For Sale: cute fish with great smile,  eats well,
and loves having other fish over for dinner.
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Something fishy is going on here.
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Stripes are OUT.  Zebras are mad for plaid
this year.
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“Would you like him gift wrapped?”
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Irene on her way to the weekend tractor pull and
monster truck show
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So where does a 250-pound cat sleep?
Anywhere it wants!
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He heard them cheering, “Flip is IT!” but they were
really screaming, “Flip the stick!”




